from the 'bottom up' in response to increasing recognition of the global importance of polar processes and the urgent need to understand the extremely rapid changes that are occurring at high latitudes. IPY 2007-2008 included over 160 endorsed research projects with observations in both the Arctic and Antarctic. It involved researchers from more than 60 countries in a wide range of research disciplines, from geophysics and ecology to social science and economics. Substantial new funding-more than USD 400 million-was pledged for IPY, which coordinated with and supplemented ongoing polar research and monitoring programs. Novel system-level approaches, and observational and analysis technologies, including in-situ and remote sensing, were fundamental features of IPY science.
